
 

STRENGTHENING GIFTED AND TALENTED EDUCATION ACT(NEW JERSEY P.L 2019. C. 338) 
PROGRAMS & SERVICES 

 
From the Law Application to Practice 
Appropriate instructional adaptations and 
educational services are provided to gifted 
and talented students in kindergarten 
through grade 12 to enable them to 
participate in, benefit from, and 
demonstrate knowledge and application of 
the New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
at the instructional level of the student.  
 

• Instructional adaptations are defined in the law as “an 
adjustment or modification to instruction”  

• Adaptations and services are expected for identified 
students in Kindergarten through grade 12. 

• All adapted curriculum and  tasks should be at the 
instructional level of the student 

o Not just more or “extra” work 
o Gifted learners are not all at the same 

instructional level  
Develop and document appropriate 
curricular and instructional modifications 
used for gifted and talented students… 
 

• Meaningful modifications to curriculum and 
instruction  

• Must document modifications and adaptations 
• Curriculum maps, lesson plans, gifted 

curriculum docs, etc. 
• Begin in K and develop curricular and instructional 

modifications through grade 12 
… indicating content, process, products, 
and learning environment, … 
 

Develop modifications in: 
• Content- what we teach  
• Process- How students come to understand the 

content 
• Products – Ways in which students share what they’ve 

learned 
• Learning Environment – partners, groups, 

independent, at learning stations, on computer, 
discussion groups, etc.  

 
… and including, but not limited to, 
additional education activities such as 
academic competitions, guest speakers, 
and lessons with a specialist. 
 

• Tasks or learning activities in addition to grade level 
curriculum work.  

• “Enrichment for all” is insufficient (educational 
services at the instructional level of student) 

• Opportunities for work with a trained gifted 
education specialist in group with academic peers 
would be optimal 

 
Take into consideration the Gifted 
Programming Standards, Position 
Statements, and Framing (White) Papers of 
the National Association for Gifted Children 
in identifying and serving gifted and 
talented students; 
 
 

In addition to accessing the standards, the NAGC 
website has numerous resources for parents, teachers 
and administrators.  
 



 

STRENGTHENING GIFTED AND TALENTED EDUCATION ACT(NEW JERSEY P.L 2019. C. 338) 
PROGRAMS & SERVICES 

 
From the Law Application to Practice 
Provide the time and resources to develop, 
review, and enhance instructional tools 
with modifications for helping gifted and 
talented students acquire and demonstrate 
mastery of the required knowledge and 
skills specified by the standards at the 
instructional level of the student  
 

• Teachers need regularly scheduled time to develop 
appropriately modified curriculum and instruction 

• Provide articulation with colleagues at grade or 
subject level   

• Teachers require access to a variety instructional 
resources at the instructional level of students (gifted 
learners are not always at the same instructional level)  

• NJAGC suggestion: ideally,  teachers have time to 
work with a trained gifted education specialist  

 
Actively assist and support professional 
development for teachers, educational 
services staff, and school leaders in the area 
of gifted and talented instruction. 
 

Teachers need ongoing PD to understand: 
• characteristics and learning needs of gifted students 
• rationale and tools to appropriately modify and adapt 

curriculum and instructional materials 
o assessment strategies including 

preassessment tools to document mastery 
o strategies to differentiate instruction for 

advanced learners 
• Curriculum modification tools based on evidence-

based curriculum models 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


